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[November 26, Saturday.] I called on the President Satur-
day, the 26th, as I had promised him I would the day be-
fore, with my abstract for the message, intending to have a
full, free talk with him on the subjects that were under re-
view the day previous. But Mr. Bates was there with his
resignation, and evidently anxious to have a private inter-
view with the President.

The question of Chief Justice has excited much remark
and caused quite a movement with many. Mr. Chase is
expecting it, and he has many strong friends who are urg-
ing him. But I have not much idea that the President will
appoint him, nor is it advisable he should. I had called on
the President on the 23d, and had some conversation, after
dispatching a little business, in regard to this appointment
of Chief Justice. He said there was a great pressure and a
good many talked of, but that he had not prepared his mes-
sage and did not intend to take up the subject of judge be-
fore the session commenced.

"There is," said he, "a tremendous pressure just now
for Evarts of New York, who, I suppose, is a good lawyer? "
This he put inquiringly. I stated that he stood among the
foremost at the New York bar; perhaps no one was more
prominent as a lawyer. '' But that,'' I remarked,'' is not all.
Our Chief Justice must have a judicial mind, be upright, of
strict integrity, not too pliant; should be a statesman and a
politician." By politician I did not mean a partisan.. [I
said] that it appeared to me the occasion should be im-
proved to place at the head of the court a man, not a parti-
san, but one who was impressed with the principles and
doctrines which had brought this Administration into
power; that it would conduce to the public welfare and his
own comfort to have harmony between himself and the
judicial department, and that it was all-important that he
should have a judge who would be a correct and faithful
expositor of the principles of his administration and policy
after his administration shall have closed. I stated that
among the candidates who had been named, Mr. Mont-